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When we found out that the theme of Photoespaña 2011 was “Interfaces”, we lost no time in 

calling the Australian artist Victor Stamp to propose that he present his project “Colonial 

Exhibition”. 

Victor is an “installer” rather than a photographer, which is to say he exploits pre-existing 

material that he comes across and re-presents it to the viewer. In this case he found a 

miniature photographic artifact in France, anonymous and undated, consisting of 25 

pornographic images, each smaller than a postage stamp (15 x 10 mm.) and probably 

originating in French Colonial Africa. What is curious and surprising about the images, given 

that they are over 100 years old, is that the sexual relations depicted involve a white woman 

and a black man, rather than the opposite. Putting this into context, we might recall that in 

England women over the age of thirty and in possession of a house would not obtain the right 

to vote until 1918 and that ten years later, in 1928, the voting age for women was finally  

made equivalent to that for men. 

In “Colonial Exhibition” the native and the white woman ─ actors usually absent from the 

representation of sexual and colonial domination ─ are the protagonists. The title of the work 

invokes a play on words, referring both to the vast colonial exhibitions so popular towards the 

end of the 19th century and at the beginning of the 20th century as well as the exhibitionistic 

nature of the sexual acts portrayed. In reference to the former, the artist introduces in each of 

the twelve photographs of which the work consists the name of a raw material extracted from 

the colonized territories: ebony, ivory, silk, cocoa, vanilla, etc. “Colonial Exhibition” is a critical  

revision or updating of this tiny photographic artifact that came into Victor Stamp’s hands 

purely by chance. 
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